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(mins.dot)

Minutes of a meeting of the Licensing Committee held 
on Monday 23 November 2015 at City Hall, Bradford

Commenced 1300
Concluded 1345

PRESENT – Councillors

CONSERVATIVE LABOUR
Ellis M Slater (Ch)
M Pollard Swallow (DCh)
B M Smith Abid Hussain

Jamil

Apologies: Councillors Engel, Hawkesworth and Leeming

Councillor M Slater in the Chair

9. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

Councillor Swallow was the Executive Assistant for the Neighbourhoods and Community 
Safety Portfolio which covered Regulatory Services but had not been involved in any 
Licensing issues.

Action: Interim City Solicitor

10. MINUTES

Resolved - 

(1) That the minutes of the Committee meeting held on 3 July 2015 be signed as 
a correct record (previously circulated).

(2) That the minutes of the Bradford District Licensing Panel held on the 
following dates be signed as a correct record (previously circulated):

Bradford District Licensing Panel:
29 April 2015 16 September 2015
28 July & 17 August 2015 24 September 2015

 17 August 2015 13 October 2015
   3 September 2015 21 October 2015  

  

        



11. INSPECTION OF REPORTS AND BACKGROUND PAPERS

There were no appeals submitted by the public to review decisions to restrict documents.  

12. PROPOSED STATEMENT OF LICENSING PRINCIPLES 2016-2019 UNDER THE 
GAMBLING ACT 2005

The Assistant Director, Environmental and Regulatory Services presented a report 
(Document “E”) which detailed the outcome of a public consultation exercise with respect 
to the Statement of Licensing Principles for the District, as required by the Gambling Act 
2005 and proposed a final draft for recommendation for adoption by Council on the 8 
December 2015.

Members were informed that under the Gambling Act 2005 the Council was required to 
adopt a policy every three years that detailed how it would achieve the licensing objectives 
under the Gambling Act.  The proposed policy covered a range of gambling activities and 
had been available for public comment for twelve weeks.  It was noted that the suggested 
amendments to the policy reflected statutory guidance issued by the Gambling 
Commission and were mainly found within Sections 3.6 to 3.13, 6.3 and 6.4.    

The Assistant Director, Environmental and Regulatory Services reported that responses to 
the consultation had been received from the Campaign for Fairer Gambling, Gosschalks 
Solicitors acting on behalf of the Association of British Bookmakers, Coral Racing Limited 
and Power Leisure Bookmakers.  The Campaign for Fairer Gambling’s representation 
outlined what they wanted to achieve and had requested that the reduction or limit of fixed 
odds betting terminals be supported, however, the Council could not enforce this course of 
action.  It was noted that no further changes to the policy were proposed in light of their 
submission, though Members could support a separate action against fixed betting 
machines if they wished.  The Association of British Bookmakers had suggested 
amendments to the policy in order to resolve some of their concerns.  Members were 
informed that a separate local area profile for highlighted risks would probably be 
produced next year.  The Assistant Director, Environmental and Regulatory Services 
confirmed that Coral Racing Limited broadly supported the policy, however, Power Leisure 
Bookmakers Limited had requested that the policy did not duplicate the Gambling 
Commission’s conditions and codes.  In conclusion the proposed policy was 
recommended to be submitted to Full Council, subject to any appropriate amendments.
 
In response to queries, Members were informed that:

 The District had 3 Casinos, 5 bingo halls, 65 betting premises, 1 track betting and 
15 adult gaming centres.

 Some Local Authorities were producing documentation that indicated the detail 
required for the risk assessments, however, it was still to be determined whether 
the Council would produce any documentation.  Work was ongoing with the Policy 
Department and any information produced would have to be made available to 
businesses.  The work was not essential and a decision would have to be made as 
to whether it would be beneficial.

 It was believed that the large companies would produce risk assessments 
regardless, but smaller businesses may struggle with the process. 



 No responses had been received from the public.
 Children could have access to family entertainment and track betting 

establishments, as the areas could be split.  Operators did not want children in their 
premises though as they could be exposed to betting machines.

 Operators’ staff were trained to approach gamblers and evidence of the work they 
did had been witnessed on a recent visit to a premises.

 The Gambling Act and associated guidance was very prescriptive and restrictive.  
The Licensing Authority had not received any review applications since the 
introduction of the Act.

 The 65 betting premises were mainly part of large chains that had more than one 
office in the area and the Licensing Team undertook yearly inspections.  The 
Gambling Commission produced guidance to follow their standards and the Council 
worked closely with the Gambling Commission.

 There were exceptions in relation to small scale charity fund raising and the 
Gambling Commission would have guidance on their website.         

     
Recommended – 

(1) That the Committee recommends to Full Council that Appendix 1 to 
Document “E” be adopted and published as the District’s Statement of 
Licensing Principles pursuant to the Gambling Act 2005.

(2) That the Assistant Director Environmental & Regulatory Services be given 
delegated authority to approve any necessary amendments of a minor or 
drafting nature prior to formal publication. 

ACTION: Assistant Director, Environmental & Regulatory Services

Chair

Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a correct record at the next 
meeting of the Committee.  
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